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Regular readers will know that I’m  often wary of books about life in schools written by people on the perimeters. We are already awash with consultants, advisers, inspectors and experts. It’s just too easy to dish out advice from the calm waters of academia or portfolio lifestyles, without having to withstand the day-to-day battering of school life. 

But this book is the exception. Written by two lecturers in university education departments, it’s a timely and wise book. Many of us are rethinking the role of the tutor. Tempted by the logic of dispensing altogether with a daily tutor time, easily and mechanistically replaced  by electronic registering, we are wondering whether that fifteen to twenty minutes each morning is money well spent. Could it actually – with its often inconsistent effect on school expectations and lax start to the day – be undermining our values?

This book provides one of the most lucid, contemporary evaluations of the tutor’s role I’ve encountered. It re-positions the tutor’s role as someone who helps students know what to learn, how to learn and, crucially, knowing themselves as learners. It has a good mix of theoretical context and practical guidance to give a blend of credibility and practical direction. 

It’s savvy enough to warn against an over-dependence on the learning styles obsession (so what if students have 9 types of intelligence? No single lesson will cater for all of them), and to illustrate the tutor’s powerful role in making connections between subjects and areas of knowledge. I found it a fascinating and stimulating read.
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